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officials do things that in private life they would not do. The fact that it is the Government that profits and not he who gives the order seems to excuse the order. The secrecy in which Government departments shield themselves is from an idea that secrecy gives strength and dignity, from disinclination to waste time answering criticism, and from fear of unfair and ignorant criticism. It is an evil. It is not fair to a people that the Government it appoints and pays should refuse to expose its acts or to share its thoughts and intentions about the nation's business. It is a confession of inability and of fear. Nature hides nothing, for she is ashamed of nothing, men are ashamed of being found out.
In nations the effect of secrecy is still more marked. Why have the Jews been always hated ? This is what Gibbon says : " The sullen obstinacy with which they maintained their peculiar rites and unsocial manners seemed to mark them out as a distinct species of men who boldly professed, or who faintly disguised their implacable hatred to the rest of humankind." They: indicated this differentiation by the horrible rite of circumcision, which took its rise in phallic worship, and the consequences of the mutilation still further accentuated their hatred to mankind, for it causes an irritation of the brain resulting in moodiness and fanaticism. Therein lies the bad favour they have earned, because they would
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